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Abstract: The following lesson is designed to inform Delaware's middle school students about the inner workings of real world politics and to demonstrate the difficulty of consensus building for the common good.  Students are given individual role-play cards that describe their characters and specific constituent information.  Students will divide into two branches – legislative (House & Senate) and executive (Governor's staff) - of the state government to participate in a simulation on the state budget.  Each group is given the task of deciding which two of the ten proposed budget programs should be denied funding.  The students must take into consideration the interests of their constituents while trying to reach a consensus with the other “branches.”  After each branch of government comes to consensus, the “policymakers” will conduct a joint session to ultimately decide which two items will be cut.

Audience: 
Grades 5-8

Standards:  
Civics Standards 1 (Government) and 2 (Politics)

Content Narrative: Students need to understand the process of how a bill becomes a law.  Middle school students will learn that the process involves the movement of bills from committees to hearings before being introduced and debated upon the floor of the legislature. This lesson seeks to demonstrate that important and controversial issues do not always get resolved quickly or haphazardly. Effective governing requires compromise. The process takes time when the effort is made to ensure that all points of the community are heard and considered.

Students will also learn about the challenges that politicians face each day.  They will see that politicians must weigh many consequences and sometimes overcome hurdles before they cast a final vote on any piece of legislation.  Politicians must carefully weigh the political consequences of their vote as well. Students will learn, through the role-play activity, that many factors influence the voting behavior of politicians.  They will understand that good public servants must consider the needs of both their constituents and special interest groups.   

Goals: 1.  To improve students’ understanding of how government operates.

2.  To demonstrate that compromise does not mean you have to give up on an issue you care about deeply.

3.  To illustrate that politics involves conflict and that agreements can be reached through discussion, deliberation, collaboration, and consensus or compromise.

4. To show that politicians serve and consider their constituents’ needs before acting in their best interest.

Time to Complete:  3-5 days

Performance Indicators:  5.402 and 7.404

Required Materials:  1.  Teacher-made role play cards 



          
2.  Teacher-made handouts of budget items

Vocabulary to Be Taught:      

1.  Constituent/constituency



2.  Special interest groups

3.  House of Representatives



4.  Senate

5.  Governor





6.  Subsidy

7.  Agricultural

8.  Urban, suburban, and rural

9.  Trade unions

10.  Budget

Procedures:  


[Prior to this lesson, you may wish to engage the students in a whole group discussion 


centering on the prompts that appear in the Anticipation Guide (Handout 1)]

1. Review the roles and functions of the branches of the state government.

2. Lead a discussion about how government leaders must often compromise to pass important legislation. Steer the discussion towards the role of elected officials.  How do they make decisions?  What are the potential repercussions of their actions?  To whom do politicians answer?   Finally, discuss the state budget.  What is the purpose of a state budget?  What is paid for by the state?  How does the state get money to pay for the services it provides?  What happens if the state does not have enough money to pay for all of its services?  These questions will lay the groundwork for the simulation. 

3. Distribute the teacher-made list of funding proposals (Handout 2) that are being considered for budget cuts.  Explain that in times of economic stress, the state government must prioritize its allocation of resources for state programs.  These budget cutting decisions are not easy as they are often the only source of funding for such programs.  These programs’ services may cease after the reduction or elimination of state funding.  Read and discuss all the ten budget items.  Discuss their strengths and weaknesses.  

[You may wish to have the students complete a cost-benefit analysis [Handout 3] for each program.]

4. Review the "Checks and Balances" system of government.  Explain how the House and Senate discuss their budget cutting proposals separately.  Members of the House and Senate then meet in their respective committees to agree upon the items to be cut.  Finally, the Legislative Leaders will meet with the Governor [or his or her staff] to come to a consensus on the programs to be cut.  Explain to the students that they will role-play as Senators, House Members, or Governor’s Staff members in the simulation to decide which two items from the program list will be cut.

5. Distribute the role play cards (Handout 3 & 4).  These cards assign each student to a particular branch of government.  The cards also describe the simulation’s characters, their constituents, and the political considerations that each student (“public servant”) must keep in mind while debating and striving for consensus.  Remind students to be considerate of the constituents they represent.  They are debating the budget cuts as a public official who faces political risks, not as a middle school student.  Have students read their card aloud so the rest of the class can understand the other characters and their political situation.  

6. Allow students to separate into their branches of state government.  Encourage friendly debates within the groups.  The cards are designed so that a clear and easy choice should not be possible.  Monitor and probe students for comprehension of new terms, understanding of the their roles and the scenario.  

7. If a consensus within the groups cannot be reached, explain the concept of majority rule and allow it to guide the decision-making process.  Once two programmatic cuts are agreed upon within the groups, bring the class together as a whole.  Lead a discussion about the decision-making process.  Ask specific students to explain the reasoning behind their decisions.

8. After the discussion, have the entire class attempt to reach a consensus as to which two items should be cut from the budget.  Again, discuss as a class how the students arrived at their decisions. 

9. Invite your local legislator to come in and discuss the process of budget making.

[You may want to revisit the Anticipation Guide (Handout 1) that students completed at the beginning of this lesson. Ask students to complete the blanks under the “post lesson” column. Have the class discuss changes in their understanding of the legislative process and how representative democracies function.]

Assessment:  

1.  Teacher observation and anecdotal recorders during the simulation

2.  Pre- and post-survey

Rubric:   see Appendix

Extension Activities:   see Appendix

Tips from Teacher:  

1.  This lesson would be a good extension activity following a unit on “checks and balances."

2.  This lesson correlates with Rob Stevenson's (fellow 1999 Democracy Project Scholar) lesson about voting age blocks.

3.  Be sure to set aside class time to discuss the role-play cards and proposed budget cuts.

Handout 3: Role Play Scenarios

Senator – 19th District 

(rural Sussex County)

1. You are a Senator in the Delaware General Assembly representing the 19th Senatorial District in rural Sussex County.  You are up for re-election next year. In the past, you actively supported public schools, farming, and balancing budgets.  You are aware that three main groups of people support your campaigns by motivating voters and providing financial support.  First, the American Farmers Union supports you the most as you have helped to pass laws to benefit this organization.  Second, the Delmarva Chicken Association has increased their financial support to your campaign.  Additionally, the Sussex County Religious Movement has been lobbying you and your staff.  They want less funding for public schools because they ‘home-school’ most of their children.  They favor laws that are tough on crime and want to see more money spent on improving rural Sussex County.  At town meetings, the group has made it clear to you that if you continue to raise funding for public schools in any form, they will “use all their available resources” to defeat you in the next election. 

Senator –8th District

2.  You are a Senator in the Delaware General Assembly who is up for re-election next year for the 8th Senatorial District.  You represent a middle- to upper middle-class district.  You head the Education Committee and vocally support public schools as most of your constituency supports public schools.  Your spouse is a fifth-grade teacher and your two children go to public elementary school.  An issue that concerns your constituency is the increasing crime rate, especially for juveniles.  There is very little farming in your district, as it is very suburban with most people working in Wilmington's industries and banks.  The Teacher's Union endorses you as well as the Fraternal Order of Police and the New Castle County Chamber of Commerce.  Most of your campaign funding comes from individual contributions.

Senator

(Georgetown, Sussex County)
3.  You are an unpopular Senator in the Delaware General Assembly representing a large farming community in Sussex County.  You are young and have served only one term of four years.  You are up for re-election next year.  You would like to be a career politician, but you have taken some controversial stands in the Senate for which you have received negative publicity.  Despite your large farming community constituency, you voted for stronger laws to protect the environment.  These laws have made it more costly for farmers to manage their farms.  Just recently, the local paper ran a headline that said, "OUR SENATOR FIGHTS FOR MOTHER NATURE NOT THE PEOPLE WHO ELECTED HIM."  Since then, you have been labeled a "Crazy Environmentalist" who chooses not to support the farmers of Delaware. To make matters worse, the Prison Guard Union is furious with you for failing to secure funding to upgrade the prison in Georgetown.   Your advisors tell you that you need to improve your reputation in the next six months, otherwise you may not be elected to a second term.  Your constituents are watching to see how you vote on the budget cuts.  

Senator

(Middletown)
4.  You are a Senator in the Delaware General Assembly who is up for re-election in the following year.  You represent Middletown, a rapidly growing area with construction and businesses.  Major contributors to your campaigns are builders, contractors, small business owners, and property developers.  Many young families are moving in to your voting district and they are very concerned about the upgrading and improving the public schools that their children attend.  You also represent a substantial number of senior citizens who have lived in Middletown for many years and resent all the construction and growth their town is undergoing.  They liked how Middletown was in the “good old days,” a small town.  They do not contribute much money to your campaign, but they vote in large numbers.  

Senator

(Coastal Sussex County)
6. You are a Senator in the Delaware General Assembly who will be up for re-election in two years.  You represent lower Sussex County along the Atlantic coastline.  Most of your constituents are either lower-income families, wealthy beach property owners, small business owners, or farmers.  Most of the small business owners financially support your campaigns.  Your district does very well during the tourist season.  In the past, you have voted for legislation that benefits poor families and schools in your local school district.  You are well known in the area and across the state.  People are beginning to talk about your chances in an election for  Governor in two years.

Senator

(Seaford)
6.  You are a popular Senator in the Delaware General Assembly and you are considering the possibility of running for Governor in the next election.  You were re-elected this past fall running unopposed.  For the past 20 years, you have represented the town of Seaford, which has grown and prospered while you have been in office.  However, rural Seaford could use your help in implementing 911 service.  Also, you have quite a few "Century Farms" in your district in need of funding.  The Teacher's Union and the Fraternal Order of Police are big contributors to your campaigns. You also know that the current Governor will run again and you are aware that his plans to cut the budget could make him unpopular, especially if you pressure him/her to make unpopular budget cuts.  The Governor has pledged not to cut programs that will affect the elderly or public education.  If you could find a way to pressure him/her to make cuts in either of those programs, you may be able to use it against him/her in the next election. 

Senator

(Inner City Wilmington)
7.  You are a Senator in the Delaware General Assembly who is up for re-election in the fall.  You represent part of inner city Wilmington in which many minorities live.  They feel that you do not represent their needs and the NAACP frequently criticizes you in The News Journal.  The Mayor of Wilmington, who is an African American, has publicly announced that he will challenge you for your Senate seat in the next election.  Polling records have shown that your constituents care most about education, crime, and drugs.  Polling records have also shown that the Mayor is perceived to be effective in addressing these areas.  Many people are predicting that you will lose in the next election unless you represent your constituents well during these budget meetings.  

Senator

(Dover)
8.  You are a young Senator in the Delaware General Assembly who was recently re-elected for a second term(by a narrow majority.  You represent the Dover area, which is mainly suburban with some farms.  Most of your support comes from middle- to upper middle-income families.  The Teacher's Union did not support you in the last election, nor did the Fraternal Order of Police.  Furthermore, the local NAACP constantly criticizes both you and your policies.  Many people who voted for you own or rent property in the Rehoboth Beach area.  You are perceived by many to be young and arrogant.  You would like to be a career politician and a political force in Delaware; however, some people in the area are not supportive of you and would like it if you were out of office.  You would like to run against the Governor in two years in the next General Election.  You feel you have a good chance of winning the election if you could improve your reputation.  

Senator

(Wilmington & Southern Suburbs)
9.  You are a freshman Senator in the Delaware General Assembly who was recently elected(an unexpected victory.  You ran against an incumbent Senator who was predicted to defeat you.  You represent inner city Wilmington and the southern suburbs of the city.  You are a former social worker for the state and you are aware of the problems that many low-income citizens’ face.  You promised to be tough on crime mainly because that is a major concern of the people who voted for you.  The Teacher's Union of Wilmington supported you because you promised to secure funding for their improvement.  However, your critics complain that you are “all talk and no action.”  The local AARP (American Association of Retired Persons) has mounted a negative campaign in The News Journal against you for voting for a bill to decrease state retired workers' health benefits.  

Senator

(Smyrna)
10. You are a Senator in the Delaware General Assembly who is up for re-election in the following year.  You have served four terms in the Senate and would like to continue serving the people of Smyrna.  Your district’s main source of revenue comes from the Smyrna Prison and the light industry in the countryside.  Many of your voters are either farmers or employees of the prison system. The downtown area has recently experienced the departure of a few established businesses.  The citizens of Smyrna are aging and the elderly greatly outnumber the youth.  These older Americans resent any money going into the public schools because they no longer have children who attend them.  They are very active voters and have becoming increasingly more vocal.  In your re-election campaign you promised that you will upgrade the Symrna Prison.  Many of your neighbors are prison guards and have told you stories of their work conditions.  They have expressed their concern of the prison’s overcrowding.  You have assured them that the Prison Guard Expansion Project will not be cut from the budget.  Other states have had court orders to close overcrowded prisons(costing hundreds of millions of dollars.  You fear this could also happen to Delaware.

State Representative

(Inner City Wilmington)

11.  You are a member of the Delaware House of Representatives representing the inner city of Wilmington and are up for re-election in the fall.  Many minorities reside in your area and they look up to you with respect.  In the past, you have voted to pass legislation that helped the City of Wilmington.  You always support bills that are tough on crime and programs to help Delaware's youth.  The NAACP is particularly impressed by your commitment to advance the rights of Delaware's African Americans.  The NAACP and the Mayor have approached you about running for Governor in the next general election.  The Wilmington Police and Teacher’s Union supports you, but farmers and developers know little about you.  The budget negotiations could demonstrate that you support agriculture and building in Delaware and gain the support of farmers and developers.

State Representative

(Newark)
12.  You are a member of the Delaware State House of Representatives who is up for re-election in the fall representing part of the City of Newark.  Your constituents are mostly professional families that work in Wilmington or at the University of Delaware.  Although, the last election was your toughest to date, you have always had an opponent and usually win by a landslide.  You work at the University of Delaware as professor in the Agriculture Department.  You are a strong environmentalist and your friends call you "Dr. Tree Hugger."  You know how important farming is to Delaware’s economy because your parents and grandparents were farmers.  Your spouse is a computer teacher at Newark High School.  So far, no one has announced that they will run against you, but you have heard that a wealthy land developer has been upset by the Department of Land and Agricultural Development.  She has told your friends that if it is not permanently closed, she will run against you in the next election.

State Representative

(Greenwood)
13.  You have been a member of the Delaware State House of Representatives representing Greenwood area for 2 years.  Your father held your seat in the House for thirty years until his heart attack two years ago.  When he died, you ran and won his seat.  Since then, you have had a difficult time being a Representative.  You are perceived as a "spending fool" mainly because you sponsored a bill that called for a large income tax hike so that none of the budget cuts would be necessary.  You think that all of the programs are good and worth saving, even though a tax hike is not popular.  As a result, The Delaware State News continues to print unflattering stories about you—pleading that every one should run against you in the fall when you are up for re-election.  To make matters worse, Mr. Steel, a well-known local farmer, is rallying people against you, too.  He charges that you care nothing about farmers since you sold your family farm which was turned into a housing development.  Personally you made a lot of money on the deal, but the farmers saw it as abandoning an American tradition.  Your local school district is in need of computers and even your own home isn't 911 accessible.  Furthermore, the crime rate is up 15% with youth drug use up 35% from last year.  You are trying to make your dad, proud but the newspaper claims that you are embarrassing his memory.

State Representative

(Western Dover)
14.  You are a member of the Delaware State House of Representatives representing southern and western Dover and are up for re-election in the fall.  You are a close friend of the Governor and have supported the administration's programs in the past.  Currently, you head the House Education Committee.  The Delaware State Education Association considers you a friend of education because you have always fought to make Delaware's schools a better place to learn.   Your constituents are very concerned with the crime rate that is increasing in Dover, especially by teens.  You receive many phone calls and letters form senior citizens about the quality of care for their age group.  They, in the past, have supported your campaign with large amounts of money.  However, the Governor has asked you to eliminate the Home Health Care for Senior Citizens.  If the Governor wins the next election, you will be offered a Cabinet position as the Secretary of Education.  

State Representative

(Millsboro Area, Sussex County)
15.  You are a member of the Delaware State House of Representatives who is up for re-election in the fall.  You are a small farmer from rural Sussex County near Millsboro whose constituents are mostly small farmers and small business owners who make money from summer tourism. Recently the Teacher’s Union has been complaining to you about the poor conditions of their school.  The Teacher’s Union has endorsed you when you ran in the past, but it would help to get their endorsement again.  You are the opposite political party from the Governor.  You won't run against him in the next election, but you would love him/her voted out of office.  The National Social Worker’s Association has been calling you daily to persuade you not to cut social worker’s funding from the budget.  Although your constituents receive very little from this service, this association has contributed large amounts of money to your campaign during the past four years.  

State Representative

(Fenwick Island Area)
16.  You are a popular member of the Delaware House of Representatives representing the Fenwick Island area and are up for re-election in the fall.  Your constituents are beachfront property owners or people who depend upon summer tourism to make a living.  In the past, land developers have been donating a lot of money to your campaigns.  They would like to see the Department of Land and Agricultural Development eliminated as this agency imposes a lot of restrictions on their building which costs them money.  The farmers on the outskirts of your area are mobilizing protests against this agency as well.  The Department of Land and Agricultural Development has forced these local farmers to reduce the amount of chemical pesticides they are spraying because it was polluting the local water supply.  However, many families see you as a hero for cleaning up their drinking water.  The Teacher's Union has started a letter writing campaign to improve the local schools.  In the past, they have supported you, but their support is waning.  Your biggest critics are members of the Fraternal Order of Police who feel that you are weak on crime.  They claim that you only worry about Delaware's beaches and tourism.  The Fenwick Island Police Chief is considering the possibility of running against you in the next election.

State Representative

(Delmar)
17.  You are a member of the Delaware House of Representatives representing the Delmar area.  It is mostly rural with some businesses and working families.  You are up for re-election in the fall, and it looks like it will be a close race.  "Grandma Jenkins" is running against you.  She is 66-year old senior citizen who has been on the City Council for years.  Her deceased husband was the Mayor of Delmar and was in the Delaware Senate for ten years.  She looks like a sweet woman, but she is a fiery political giant in local and state politics.  "Grandma" charges that you have sold farms to wealthy developers moving into the area.  You really haven't, but every day she convinces more of your constituents that you are destroying the simple country life of Delmar.  Many of your constituents write to you asking for help in improving their small schools, yet "Grandma" is opposed to public education.  She has rallied the private and home-school parents to loudly decry any support of public schools.  More and more seniors are listening to her because they no longer have children in the public schools and she promises to help them with the rising cost of senior health care.  Juvenile crime is rising in the Delmar area as well as drug use among adults.  The main contributors to your past campaigns have been farmers, middle- to lower-income families, and teachers.  The largest supporter of your campaign is the Fraternal Order of Police.  However, the organization just recently gave their support to "Grandma Jenkins" because they feel she will be tougher on crime.  Your advisors tell you that getting the Fraternal Order of Police’s endorsement is a lost cause.
State Representative

(New Castle County)
18.  You are a member of the Delaware House of Representatives who is up for re-election in the fall.  You do not have an opponent and you have not heard of anyone who wants to run.  You are the Speaker of the House and a popular Representative in New Castle County.  You have the power to vote as you please, as you most likely will get re-elected.  You have recently announced that you will run against the Governor in the next General Election.  Your advisors tell you that now is the time to begin to take a strong stand on some issues that will separate you from the Governor.  Land developers are already donating money to your campaign as well as the business owners of Delaware's beaches.  You sit on the Board of Directors for many local boys and girls clubs/organizations.

State Representative

(Dover)
19.  You are a member of the Delaware House of Representatives representing many middle class to upper middle class working families in Dover.  You are a part time High School English teacher at Dover High School.  Most parents send their children to public school, but the percentage of private and home-school children in your area is climbing.  You know that these budget cuts are necessary.  Many people in your constituency have lived in Dover for most of their lives and the average age of registered voters is climbing towards the senior citizen range.  Seniors have been becoming more vocal about their health care, school taxes, and juvenile crime rates.  Over the past few years, more lower-income families have been moving into Dover and into its lower-income housing.  Many of these families have troubled teens.  The state social workers have been lobbying you to not cut funding for social work programs.  There are not enough low-income families yet to affect you getting elected, but the following two years will be a different story.  As one social worker told you, "These families have long memories, and won't be forgiving at election time if you cut funding for programs that will affect them."

Handout 4 

Role Play card for Governor's Staff

Directions:  This one role play card will serve for the entire staff of the Governor's staff.  Use your own judgments when deciding which items to cut, but be mindful of the following considerations as you make your decisions:

1.  The Governor is up for re-election in a year.  Some Senators and Representatives have already expressed their intentions to run against him/her.  These people may use the budget cuts as a way to try to make the Governor look bad as the election approaches.

2.  Read the budget carefully because the Governor has already vowed not to cut certain programs.

3.  The Governor receives a lot of campaign contributions from land developers all over the state.

4.  The Governor is a former House of Representatives Member who wrote and sponsored the legislation 20 years ago creating the Department of Land and Agricultural Use.

5.  In the past the Governor was endorsed by the Fraternal Order of Police, Delaware State Education Association, Delaware's United Social Workers Union, Delaware Farming Bureau, NAACP, and American Association of Retired Persons (AARP).  However, each of these organizations have not publicly endorsed you for Governor yet.  They are waiting for the results of the budget meetings for them  endorse anyone.

6.  You sit on the board of directors for the Boy Scouts of Delaware and 4-H.   

7.  The Governor has many close personal friends who are small town mayors in Delaware.

8. Hard times have fallen upon Delaware and budget cuts are not popular with citizens.  Hence,  the Governor is not popular with citizens right now.  (42% of Delaware's voters thought the Governor was doing a good job.)

Handout 2
FINAL DRAFT OF PROPOSED BUDGET CUTS

FOR THE STATE OF DELAWARE

Instructions for Exercise: 

Delaware is under some financial stress.  The following items are programs that the State pays for with its annual budget.  However, with the economic downturn, two out of the ten programs have to be eliminated from the budget.  Once these programs are cut, they will cease to exist.  You must decide which two items to cut while being true to your constituents who elected you.
1.  DARE PROGRAM:  The DARE program is a drug and Alcohol program that is run by the Delaware State Police.  It has been helpful in teaching children the dangers of drugs and alcohol, and is good public relations for the police across the state.  This program aims at reaching every fifth-grader in the state.  It used to be funded by the federal government, but they stopped funding it years ago.  The state always valued this program and continues to fund it.  

2.  FARMING SUBSIDY:  Delaware's farmers are some of the best in the nation.  They produce enough corn and soybeans to feed the entire Atlantic Coast.  Like other states, Oklahoma produces enough grains to feed the entire United States.  Since the USA produces so much grain, farmers cannot possibly sell it all.  Since farmers cannot compete with the huge farms in the central United States, the state gives extra money to the farmers to help them grow their crops.  This extra money lets them drop the price of their crops to be able to compete and sell them across the USA and the world.  Without this subsidy, the majority of farmers across Delaware would go bankrupt and be forced to sell their farms, many of which have been in their family for generations.

3.  ADDING 911 EMERGENCY SERVICES TO ALL RURAL AREAS IN DELAWARE:  Currently, only urban and suburban areas have 911 Emergency Services.  Many rural areas across the state (mostly in Kent and Sussex Counties) must still dial the local police department and fire department in times of an emergency.  The money allocated for this would make the entire state 911 accessible.  The Governor has made this issue a priority because too many people have died as a result of late help. 

4.  SOCIAL WORKER FUNDING:  Currently, the state has funded all social workers for all three counties.  They fund enough workers that each social worker deals with a caseload of 20 people/families.  The American Social Workers’ Association recommends a limit of 13 people/families to each social worker.  If this budget area is cut, the social worker positions for troubled teenagers will be eliminated.  This will raise the ratio up to one social worker per twenty-six people/families. By cutting into social worker funding, New Castle County especially the City of Wilmington, will be significantly impacted.

5. BEACH REPLENISHMENT PROJECT:  Last winter brought destruction to the Delaware coast line.  Storms tore up most of Delaware's beaches that are main tourist attractions.  Beach erosion took away a large amount of the sand while the storms destroyed a lot of expensive real estate and businesses.  The Governor gave emergency money to repair the beaches for the past summer, but major funding is needed to repair them permanently. Many say if the Beach Replenishment Project is cut from the budget, Delaware's role as a major tourist attraction will not exist in two years, and beach property values will sharply decline.

6.  PRISON EXPANSION PROJECT:  Over the past few years, the state legislature and the Governor have passed new laws that have gotten tougher on crime.  For example, many first time offenders are now receiving jail sentences and for longer amounts of time than ever before.  As a result of this, the prisons in Symrna and Georgetown have become very overcrowded.  Violence has been on the rise with inmates and escape attempts are up 12% from last year.  Many prison wardens have been calling their legislators asking for funding to add on to the existing prisons.  The Wardens also report that the facilities are quickly becoming run down.  If the Prison Expansion Project is cut from the budget, the prisons will continue to become overcrowded and the actual jails will become even more run down in all three counties.

7.  HOME HEALTH CARE FOR SENIOR CITIZENS:  The cost for medical care is rapidly rising everyday as the aging population of Delaware.  As more people are getting older, they need greater amounts of health care.  There are not enough nursing homes in Delaware to care for the large amounts of senior citizens who will need health care in the next ten years.  About three years ago, the General Assembly passed the Home Health Care Act that pays for 50% of the cost for the elderly to get treated for health problems at home, instead of being placed in a nursing home.  The Governor vetoed this act saying it was too expensive a program, however the House and the Senate over-rode the veto declaring that there were not enough nursing homes to properly care for all the elderly citizens of Delaware.  If the Home Health Care for Senior Citizens is cut from the budget, many seniors will be forced to live in a nursing home, and there are already waiting lists to get into them now.  

8.  DELAWARE'S BOYS AND GIRLS CLUBS:  This program funds before and after school organizations designed to help working parents and inner city youth and are credited for helping to reduce the juvenile crime rate.  These programs provide a valuable baby sitting service for single parent families and programs to help get troubled youth off the street.  Also, money under this program is given to the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 4-H Foundation, and Young Farmers’ Clubs, school latch key programs, local parks, recreational activities, and local libraries.  The entire state of Delaware has benefited directly and indirectly from this funding.  Local community leaders also rely on this money to enhance their communities to attract families moving into the towns.  

9.  COMPUTER UPGRADE FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS:  The Governor made it a top priority of his campaign to put a computer in every classroom.  The first phase of his promise has been completed.  That is, every school in the state has been wired for internet access.  The second phase of the project is to purchase computers for the schools.  Some schools have already bought computers, but now these computers are older and need upgrading as technology has made many machines obsolete.  Some schools, especially rural and urban schools, do not have the funding to purchase computers on their own.  These schools are counting on the Computer Upgrade for Public Schools to bring them into the twenty-first century.  Many are expecting the governor to keep his promise, by funding the Computer Upgrade for Public Schools.

10.  FUNDING FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT:  This department oversees land developers to make sure that builders are taking care of the environment as they develop land so housing and new businesses (like malls and shopping centers.)  It also inspects local farms to make sure that farmers are not over fertilizing their crops, or using inappropriate insect repellent.  It also inspects sights to make sure that builders make appropriate adjustments to the land so harmful chemicals do not contaminate the land, lakes, rivers, and ponds and water supply.  This Department was created in the early 1970's in reaction to pollution from builders' gross neglect of environmental laws.  In the 1980's they began to oversee farming land use as well.  Recently, a report has been submitted that the department is at the lowest number of employees possible.  The report also indicated that Delaware's pollution problems are at their lowest that they have ever been.  Finally, the report indicated that no other departments could even adequately assume the role of the Department of Land and Agricultural Use because of their own cut backs earlier in the year.  If the Department's funding is cut, it will be forced to close and no one will be able to monitor the farms or developers until the next environmental crisis occurs.

Name: 
_______________________________

 Date: ________________________




                PRE AND POST SURVEY

Directions:  Answer the following questions completely and thoroughly.  

1.  Define the following terms:


A.  constituent


B.  subsidy


C.  trade unions

2.  What influences a legislator to vote for or against specific issues?

3.  Is compromise important in the State Legislature?  Defend your answer.

4.  How do special interest groups influence legislators?  Sight an example.

5.  Describe how politics can involve conflict.  

6.  Explain how politicians serve their constituents needs not their own personal 

      needs.  Use an example.

7.  Explain how passing the state budget is an example of checks and balances.

RUBRIC

A =
Students will participate 2 or more times daily in debates and discussions.  93%

improvement from pre survey to post survey score.   Uses vocabulary consistently and correctly when debating and discussing ideas.  Able to consistently defend ideas when called upon.  Always considers role play card in making decisions and expressing opinions.  Always demonstrates active listening.

B=
Students will participate once in daily debates and discussions.  88% improvement from pre survey to post survey score.  Uses vocabulary fairly consistently and correctly in discussions or when called upon.  Able to defend ideas when called upon 90% of the time.  Always considers role play card in making decisions and expressing opinions.  Consistently demonstrates active listening , but may yell out opinions while peers are talking. 

C=
Students will not consistently participate in daily debates and discussions.  80%

improvement from pre survey to post survey score.  Uses vocabulary some, but cannot always demonstrate meaning when called upon.  Able to defend ideas when called upon 80% of the time.  Beginning to add personal biases and beliefs into the decision making process.  Hence, not always considers role play card in making decisions and expressing opinions.  Does not consistently use active listening.  May yell out or not be on task at times.

D=
Students are not participating in daily debates and discussions.  75% improvement from pre survey score to post survey score.  Hardly uses
vocabulary when discussing ideas, and doesn't understand meanings when called upon.  Unable to defend ideas when called upon less than 80% of the time.  Is regularly adding own personal beliefs and biases when called upon to explain reasoning.  Is not consistently considering role play card in making decisions.  Does not demonstrate active listening.

F=
Students do not participate in daily discussion and debates.  Less than 75% improvement from pre survey to post survey score.  Does not use vocabulary when called upon to express opinions or defend main ideas.  Does not offer vocabulary meanings when called upon.  Uses personal biases and beliefs when defending opinions.  Does not consider role play card in making decisions.  Does not demonstrate active listening.


STATE OF DELAWARE :  OFFICIAL RESULTS OF GENERAL ELECTION





           GENERAL ASSEMBLY





  STATE SENATORIAL RESULTS

age category

   registered voters
      actually voted

percent
Under 21


    4,899 

    2,225

    45

21 and over


172,860

116,730

    68

21-29



24,126


10,688

    
    44

30-39



37,652


22,586

     
    60

40-49



38,241


27,266

     
    71

50-59



26,780


20,593

    
    77

60-65



11,329


  9,157


    81

65 / over


34,732


26,448

     
    76

District Results

1st Senatorial District


Votes Cast

Majority

You 





    7,883

   2,975

Gary Linarducci



    4,908





5th Senatorial District


Votes Cast

Majority

You 





    9,343

    7,349

Christopher J. Rowe



    1,994

7th Senatorial District


Votes Cast

Majority

You 





    8,257

    2,791

Cynthia Funk




    5,466

8th Senatorial District


Votes Cast

Majority
You





    9,658

    3,592

Irwin J. Becnel, Jr.



    6,066

9th Senatorial District


Votes Cast

Majority

You





    6,696

    1,499

James E. Flynn



    5,470

12th Senatorial District


Votes Cast

Majority
You





    7,860

    1,228

Matthew P. Denn



    6,632

13th Senatorial District


Votes Cast

Majority
You (unopposed)



    9,300

   9,300

14th Senatorial District


Votes Cast

Majority
You





    8,741

    3,648

Wilmer E. Abbott, IV



    5,093

15th Senatorial District


Votes Cast

Majority

You





    5,967

   1,307

Pam Thornburg



    4,660

19th Senatorial District


Votes Cast

Majority
You





    7,543

   3,710

Michael P. Zeglen



    3,833

20th Senatorial District


Votes Cast

Majority
You





    9,999

    2,307

George B. Cole



    7,692


STATE OF DELAWARE :  OFFICIAL RESULTS OF GENERAL ELECTION
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         STATE REPRESENTATIVE RESULTS

age category

   registered voters
      actually voted

percent
Under 21


    4,899 

    2,225

    45

21 and over


172,860

116,730

    68

21-29



24,126


10,688

    
    44

30-39



37,652


22,586

     
    60

40-49



38,241


27,266

     
    71

50-59



26,780


20,593

    
    77

60-65



11,329


  9,157


    81

65 / over


34,732


26,448

     
    76

1st Representative District


Votes Cast

Majority

You





    4,876

   4,354

J. Burke Morrison



       522

2nd Representative District


Votes Cast

Majority

You 





    3,554

    3,171

Eugene Pierce




       383





3rd Representative District


Votes Cast

Majority
You (unopposed)



    4,108

    4,108

No Other Candidate

4th Representative District


Votes Cast

Majority

You (unopposed)



    4,536

    4,536

No Other Candidate

5th Representative District


Votes Cast

Majority
You





    3,326

    2,389

Michael A. Brown, Sr.


       937

6th Representative District


Votes Cast

Majority
You 





     4,472

    1,858

Wayne J. Pollari



     2,614

7th Representative District


Votes Cast

Majority

You





     4,394

   3,685

Peggy Schmitt




        709

8th Representative District


Votes Cast

Majority

You 





     4,831

    4,051

David A. Wood



        780

9th Representative District


Votes Cast

Majority
You





     4,712

    1,861

Keith E. Grandstaff



     2,851

10th Representative District

Votes Cast

Majority
You




     5,083

   2,721

James R. Hanby


     2,362

11th Representative District

Votes Cast

Majority
You




    6,437

   4,065

Michael J. Paul


    2,372

12th Representative District

Votes Cast

Majority
You




     5,322

   1,614

Brenda Smart



     3,708

15th Representative District

Votes Cast

Majority
You 




    3,598

   1,062

Christopher A. Yates


    2,536

16th Representative District

Votes Cast

Majority
You




    4,313

   3,967

Nancy Mattson


       346

19th Representative District

Votes Cast

Majority
You




    4,117

   1,704

Megan B. Rizzo


    2,413

20th Representative District

Votes Cast

Majority
You (unopposed)


    7,059

   7,059

No Other Candidate

21st Representative District

Votes Cast

Majority
You




    4,888

   2,620

William A. Baker, Sr.


    2,268

22nd Representative District
Votes Cast

Majority
You




     4,977

   1,139

George C. Little


     3,838

23rd Representative District
Votes Cast

Majority

You




     4,100

   3,477

Eric Doerr


  
       623

27
2

