
2008 Presidential Election Timeline 
 
 
September 9, 2008 Delaware holds statewide Primary Election. 
 
September 10–October 11   Registered voters in Delaware may change political 

party affiliation.  
 
October 11, 2008 Deadline for registered voters in Delaware to change 

political party affiliation before the General Election. 
 
October 11, 2008 Registration deadline for Delaware voters to register to 

vote in the 2008 General Election.  
 
October 31, 2008 Last day Departments of Elections in Delaware’s three 

counties are required to mail absentee ballots.  
 
November 4, 2008 General Election Day across the United States. In each 

state the voters choose a slate of electors to serve in the 
Electoral College. Forty-eight states employ a “winner 
take all” system (exceptions are Maine and Nebraska).  

 
November 4, 2008   Deadline for Delaware’s absentee voters to return 

absentee ballots.   
 
December 15, 2008  Electoral College Meets—electors meet in their state 

capitals to select a President and Vice-President.  
 
December 24, 2008    Deadline for receipt of electoral votes at the National 

Archives and Records Administration. 
 
January 3, 2008 (on or before) Electoral College votes transmitted to Congress. 
 
January 6, 2008 Electoral College votes counted before a joint session 

of Congress. 
 


