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In this lesson students will participate in an election. They will be asked to vote
for oneof four candidaes withoutknowing who they are or wha they standfor. After the
election, students will learn who the candidates were. Some will be very surprised when
they find outwho they voted for.

Rationale: Thislessonis designed to hdp students undestand that the security of
freedomand individud rightsin ademocratic sodety dependsupona citizenry tha
remainsinformed.

Audience: Seconday.

Benchmark Addressed: Civics 3 [Citizenship] - Students will undestand that citizens
are individudly responsble for keeping themselves informed aboutpublic policy issues
onthelocd, state, and federal levels, paticipaingin thecivic process, and uphoding the
laws of theland.

Assessments: See Handout4 (rubric induded).

Content: Standad 3 deals with citizenship. The American political system is groundel
in theprindple of populr sovereignty. As apeople, we cherish and have committed
ourselvesto self-govenment. This commitment to self-govenment carries with it an
obligaion to remain informed.

At the high school level, students are expected to undeastand why citizensin a
democaratic sodety have aresponsbility to remain informed. Failure to remain informed
involves seriousrisks. We often hear the phrase Gpower corrupts.OHistory has shown that
there are many people who will abuse power if left unmonitored. A vigilant citizenry isa
powerful check againg those who would threaten our rights and liberty, as well asthe
fundamental values to which citizensin a conditutiond democracy commit themselves.
When citizensin ademocratic sodety are uniformed, chance prevails over prudence and
libertieserode

Essential Question: Why should people take time out of their busgy lives to learn more
aboutcandidaes for office?

The Democracy Project 1



Materials Needed

KK KK K

Copies of Handout1: Election Ballots (1 per student).
Trangparendes of Handout2: Candidae Biographies.
Copies of Handout3: Becoming Informed (1 per student).
Trangparency of Appendix 4: Morning News Report.
Copies of Handout5: Assessments.

Time to Complete: 1 class period.

Procedures

Pre-Lesson Preparation: Take copies of Handout1 and cut the CElection BallotsOinto
individud sectionsso tha thereis onebdlot for every studentin theclass.

1. Distribute oneOrheElectionCbdlot (foundon Handout 1) to each student as he

or sheenters the classsroom When the bdl ringsfor to begin class, tell students
tha they are gaing to be asked to vote in avery important election today. Try to
convey theimpression that thiswill beatruly important election. Ask them to
cast ther bdlot for Candidae A, B, C, or D. Note tha they are only permitted to
vote for onecandidae. Theonly ruleisthat they are not permitted to talk durng
voting as you want to make sure tha every voter is permitted to think and act
freely and indgoendently. Students are likely to lodk perplexed asthey are
intentiondly beng asked to vote for candidaes they know nothing aboutbutjug
ask them to vote. Maintain a serioustoneas you give indructions

Ask onestudent to collect and tabulate theresults quietly. Do notannoune or
hint at theoutcome yet.

Whole Group Debriefing: Raise thefollowing questionswith theclass asthe
votes are bang tabulated:
a. For which candidae did you vote?
b. Why did youvote for that candidae?
c. Didyoufee comfortable making your choice? What, if anything, made
you feel uncomfortable or confused?
d. Didyou have any concernsaboutthe outcome of the election?
e. Wha would you like to have known aboutthe candidaes before you cast
your vote? Record thear respongs to this prompt.

Ask the student who tabulated theresults to annowunce thewinne of theelection
(Candidae A, B, C, or D). Then, ask theentire class Qvho was pleased or
displeased with the outcome?OFinaly, ask the studentsif they would like to
receive some information aboutthe person for whom they voted? Tell the
students tha they were voting in amodk election to deerminewho would bethe
next leader of thar county. Project (and read) the candidate biographical cards
foundon Handout 2: Candidate Biographies (pp. 6-9) oneat atime, starting
with Candidae A (or thelosng candidates).
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Note: Field testing showed tha students are probaly going to cast the fewest
votes for Candidate D Pthe only QyoodQandidae in theelection. Thelesson has
its mog dramatic impact when you describethetwo other losers, then Candidae
D, then thewinne.

5. Askthestudentsif they are still pleased with the outcome of theelection. Wha
did they learn abouttheresponsbilities of a citizen in ademoaatic sodety?

6. Think-Pair-Share: Distribute copies of Appendix 3 DVoter Andysis Sheet. Ask
students to work in small groupsand come up withE
a. alist of thingstha voters should know aboutbefore they cast thar
bdlots.
b. alist of waysthat people can become informed about candidates for
office.
c. alist of risksinvolved in not knowing aboutcandidates for office.

7. Debrief Phase| of thelesson. Raise thefollowing questionswith the students:

¥  Wha big ideaQor enduiing undestanding did you take away from this
lesson?

¥ Wha deermined the outcome of this election, chance or prudence?

¥ How mighttheoutcome of this election have been different if you had been
informed aboutthe candidaes?

¥ Why should peoplein ademocratic sodety take time out of ther bugy livesto
learn more aboutcandidaes for office?

¥ Wha are some ways tha people can become informed aboutcandidates for
office?

¥  Wha mightbe some reliable and not so reliable sources of information about
candidaes for office? Explain why.

Explain to the students tha many voters who enter voting boohson election
day are patially or completely uninformed. Suggest tha this part of thelesson
uses an exaggeaated scenaio to hdp them to undestand thedangeslivingina
sodety where uninformed people goven themselves.

8. Teach fortrander. Explain to students what trander is. A developmentally
appropriate explanaion might betha trander invaves the process of usng or
extending knowledgeor skills acquired in onesituaion to complete new tasks or
solve new problems.

Ask studentsif they can think of any situaionsother than electionsin
which it mightbeimportant to remain informed.

9. Display acopy of Appendix 4 ontheoverhead or LCD butreveal only thefirst
sentence (italicized). Tell students that today@ newspaper is reporting that the
state legidature has introduced a bill tha addresses problems relating to energy
waste, rising fud prices, and dependence on foreign sources of energy. Lead a
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discussion on the cogts and benefits of the bill. Have students QroteOon whether
thebill.

10. After tallying the votes, pretend that you had a mental lapse and tell the students
tha you forgot to explain therest of thebill. Reveal the second sentence in the
bill (notitalicized) which states that those who own or purchase a car that does
notget at least 30 miles per gdlon shdl berequired to pay an annud energy tax
of $1,000.Ask if anyonein theroomhas changed thar mindsaboutthebill
based on afuller undestanding of its provisons

11. Debrief Phase || of thelesson. Ask students what they think is the (hig ideaOor
endurning undestanding tha they should take fromthevoting bill exercise. Field
responses then explain tha you want students to undestand tha it isjus as
important to remain informed aboutpublic policy issues asit is aboutcandidates
for office. Note tha thefailure to do so hasits cods.

Extension: Pick any election tha is aboutto take place. Assign students responsbility
for researching information about candidates for office. Have them lookinto the
candidatesObackgrounds experiences, and postionson thekey issuesin the election.
Allow students to pick ther preferred candidaes and organize campagnsin prepaation
for amock election. Condud a similar investigation abouta piece of pending legidation
tha will have asignificant impact on your students or the state/local community.

Tips from the Teacher: Field testing suggested tha students are least indined to select
Candidae D in the CElectionQexercise (Procedure 1). However, this may not bethe case
in your classroom Consequently, you may want to cover up the candidate letters on
Handout2 and ssimply present the candidaes in amanne of your own choosng so that
the estOcandidate (Mother Theresa) appears to have received theleast number of votes.

Thislesson can be modified easily for use with younge students. Simply change
the candidates to television or literature characters who are familiar to younge audiences
(e.g. the Joker from Batman, Vademort from Harry Potter, Swiper from Dora etc.).

Bibliography
Candidae information culled from Wikipedia at
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
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Handout 1: Election Ballots
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Candidate A

Hello. My god isto create an agricultural utopia. This will require me
to get rid of those who mightoppo® my plans. We shdl start by getting rid
of all Buddhst monks Western educated intellectuds, people who appear to
beintelligent (for example, individuds with glasses), the crippled and lame,
and ethnic minorities.

People wholivein cities are like parasites that prey onthose wholive
inthecountyside So, | shdl destroy al cities and move anyonewho lives
there to thecountyside They shdl providethelabortha will build our
agricultural utopia. If they survive, nogan; if they die, noloss. If they
resist, we mug kill them. We mug save bullets. So, anyonewho resists my
plansshdl beordered to dig their own graves. We shdl then beat them to
death or bury them alive. All religionsare to be abolished and minorities are
forbidden to speak their own languaye or practice ther cusoms.

| almog achieved my dream in Cambodia during the late 1970swhen
my followers killed approximately 2.3 million people out of a popuktion of
8 million. My name s Pol Pot.

Thank you for not being informed and casting your vote for me.
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Candidate B

Hello. My nameis Idi Amin. 1@n from Ugandaand |&n aformer
soldier for the British Empirein Africa. 1@n really brave and charismatic,
and | received a high rank in the Army. |@n also aformer professiond
swimmer and a champion boxea. A lot of people like me. 1Q&e aso killed a
lot of people and donesome really horrible things butfor some reason
nobodyever pays any attention to that. Right now |®n just the leader of the
Army, butl really want to be President for Life.

When | seize control of the county, | will have all of my opponatsin
thegovanment and army killed. Then, | will establish a special govanment
agency tha soundsharmless, but which will actudly kill people, induding
judges, priests, leaders, scholars, and ordinary people. 1@e promised to hold
free electionsand establish a democracy, but | don®really intend to doiit. |
will also kick mog Asian and non-African people out of my county (even
citizenswhose grandpaents first moved here) and send therest to special
campsin thecountyside | think Hitler was a great |leader and agree with
everything hedid. | will also suppot terrorists and invade my neghbos.

In the 19708 achieved all of this. Over 300000 people died during
my rule. If youhad looked into it, I sure you would have known al this.
My nameis Idi Amin.

Thanksfor voting for me.
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Candidate C

Hello. | bdieve tha the German race is superior to all other races on
theplanet and | want to unify all the German people unde onegreat empire.
In order to create this empire, 1@ need lots of room, so | intend to attack all
the counties in Eastern Europe First I@I act like I® quiet down and go
away if people give me want | want, and when it@ too late, | attack
anyway. People are scared and very easy to fool.

Because | think other races are inferior, | intend to endave them or
kill them. | hate the Jews the mog, and | blame them for all the problems my
county has ever had. | intendto kill them all. But they aren®theonly ones
|® get rid of. |@ eliminate anyonewho opposes me, or anyonewho is
different, induding people from different political parties, religions races,
and the physcally handicapped or mentaly ill.

| amog achieved my dream in the 1940s | conqueed mogt of
Europe | had over 6 million Jews and other people murdered. Inthewar
tha | started, over 60 million people died. Oh yeah, and unlike those other
Qiictators,Ol was actudly elected. | even wrote a book saying exactly what
| intended to do, but few people actudly cared enoughto read or bdieve
wha | promised to doin my book. My name is Adolph Hitler.

Thanksfor voting for me (agan).
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Candidate D

Hello. My missionin lifeisto hdp the poaest of the poorall over the
world. When | was twelve | decided that | wanted to beanun. When | was
eighteen | joined an Irish missionay order and traveled to India to teach and
to care for thepoor. | was so moved to hdp the poorthere tha eventudly |
started my own order and spent therest of my life working for the poarest of
thepoor. | have established many hoice houses aroundtheworld, and
attracted many other people who suppated my cause.

| think tha hdping and serving other people is the most important
thing in thewhole world.

| have received many awards for my work, induding the Nobd Peace
Prizein 1979. | have also been called the Gnost admired person of the 20"
century.O Despite being criticized by some people for my conservative
religiousviews, | think that these views have given me the courageto do
what | have done My name is Mother Theresa.

Congdeing the other three candidaes in this election and thefact tha
you did not even know if you were voting for the best candidae, those of
you who voted for me should consder yourselves very lucky.

The Democracy Project 9



Handout 3: Becoming Informed

Prompt

Responses

Task 1
Create alist of things
that voters shoud
know about before
they cast ther
bdlots.

Task 2
Create alist of ways
tha people can
become informed
about candidates for
office.

Task 3
Create alist of risks
onefacesin not
knowing about
candidaes for office.
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Appendix 4: Morning News Report

“State Legislature Plans to Reward Those
Who Buy Fuel Efficient Cars”

House Bill 17

Henceforth, those who are purchase
motor vehicles that ga atleag 30 mles pa
gallon in the city shall receive a $500
discounton the purchase of thar motor

vehicle.

Those who currently own or purchase
motor vehicles tha ge less tha 30 mles pea
gdlon in thecity shdl pay anh annud
surcharge of $1,000
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Handout 5: Assessments

1. Brief Constructed Reponse Prompt: Why should citizensin a democratic sod ety
keep themselves informed? Use an example to illustrate your respons.

Rubric
2 = Thisresponse gives avalid explanation with an accurate and relevant example.
1 = Thisresponse gives avalid explanation with an inaccurate, irrelevant, or no example.
0 = inaccurate or no response
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