
 
The City of Lewes is in the process of developing a comprehensive land use plan that will guide growth and development in Lewes for 
the next ten years. The University of Delaware Sea Grant Marine Advisory Service, in cooperation with the Lewes Planning 
Commission and the UD Institute for Public Administration has developed this questionnaire to better understand community interests 
and to help validate whether public discussion reflects broader community views.  Please share your thoughts and return by mail in 
the postage-paid envelope. Please complete only one survey per household.  
 If No, skip to 

Question 4. 1. Are you a resident of the city of Lewes (incorporated area)? Yes ο  No ο   
 
2. How long have you lived in Lewes as either a permanent or part-time resident? 
 Full-time ____Years  +  Part-time___ Years  =  Total ____ Years  
 
3. Do you ____own or ____rent your Lewes residence?   
       If you own, do you rent it out for ____ all or ____ part of year?  
 
4. Where is the property located: 

 ο  Lewes Beach Residential   ο  Cape Shores/Adjacent Communities 
 ο  Central Business District   ο  Pilottown Park/Pilottown Village 
 ο  Old Lewes Residential   ο  Other: Specify _______________________________ 

 
5. Do you own a business within the city of Lewes?  Yes ο   No  ο 

 
6. If you are currently employed, do you work within the city limits (incorporated Lewes)?  Yes ο   No  ο 

 
If Yes, skip to Question 9. 7. Were you born in Lewes? Yes ο  No ο 

 
8.    If you were not born in Lewes which of the following were important reasons for you to move/locate to Lewes: 
       (Check all that apply) 
 ο Business/employment opportunities ο Reasonable cost of living 
 ο Small town lifestyle                               ο Historic character of town 
 ο Family decision to relocate                    ο Moved to second home 
       ο Close to the beach                               ο Other (specify) __________________       
 
9. The following question contains two parts. Listed below are positive factors or personal needs that add to an  
 individual’s Quality of Life.  Please rate the importance of each as they contribute to your Quality of Life by  
 circling the response that comes closest to how you feel. (1 = Not at all Important; 2 = Slightly Important; 
 3 = Moderately Important; 4 = Very Important; 5 = Extremely Important).  Then please indicate whether  
 that need is being met by living in Lewes by checking Yes or No.                                 Need Met               

                   Yes     No  
        Employment opportunities exist ....................................................1 2 3 4 5 ο ο 
        High quality schools ......................................................................1 2 3 4 5 ο ο 
        Low property taxes ........................................................................1 2 3 4 5 ο ο 
        Reasonable cost of living...............................................................1 2 3 4 5 ο ο 
        Live close to stores, restaurants, and other services ......................1 2 3 4 5 ο ο 
        Uncongested roads.........................................................................1 2 3 4 5 ο ο 
        Presence of alternative transportation (bikeways/footpaths) .........1 2 3 4 5 ο ο 
        Protected open space and natural areas..........................................1 2 3 4 5 ο ο 
        Neighborhoods are safe .................................................................1 2 3 4 5 ο ο 
        Housing is affordable.....................................................................1 2 3 4 5  ο ο 



        Other (specify)________________________________________ 1 2 3 4 5 ο ο 
 
10. The following statements pertain to issues of local economy in Lewes.  Please indicate whether you agree or  
      disagree with each statement (1=Strongly Disagree; 2=Disagree; 3=Neutral; 4=Agree; 5=Strongly Agree). 

 
        Tourism is important to the economic well being of Lewes..........1 2 3 4 5 
        Tourism is responsible for too fast a rate of growth in Lewes.......1 2 3 4 5 
        It is important for Lewes to encourage a diverse mix of new  
            businesses to sustain the local economy ....................................1 2 3 4 5 
 
 
 
 
 
11. The following question lists businesses that may be compatible with sustaining Lewes’ future economic health.  
       Please indicate whether the following are desirable by circling the response that corresponds to your answer. 

 (1=Highly Undesirable; 2=Undersirable; 3=Acceptable; 4=Desirable; 5=Highly Desirable) 
 
 Light Manufacturing involving the assembly of products .............1 2 3 4 5 
 Business parks including uses such as offices and research  
      & development facilities ...........................................................1 2 3 4 5 
 Assisted living facilities ................................................................1 2 3 4 5 

 Sport fishing and support facilities ...............................................1 2 3 4 5 
 Medical offices and infrastructure ................................................1 2 3 4 5 
 Small shop retail sector .................................................................1 2 3 4 5 

 Restaurants and Small Eateries (non-chain supported  
      restaurants) ...............................................................................1 2 3 4 5 
 Franchise Restaurants ...................................................................1 2 3 4 5 
 Motels/Hotels ................................................................................1 2 3 4 5 
 Franchise Motels/Hotels  ..............................................................1 2 3 4 5 
 Bed and Breakfast Inns .................................................................1 2 3 4 5 
 Educational facilities .....................................................................1 2 3 4 5 
 Nature based tourism (bird watching, whale watching,  
      kayaking, etc) ...........................................................................1 2 3 4 5 
 Aquarium, scaled to fit Lewes community ...................................1 2 3 4 5 
 Other (Specify) ______________________________________ 1 2 3 4 5 
 None ..............................................................................................1 2 3 4 5 
 
 
 
 
 

 
12.  The following statements pertain to issues of transportation in Lewes.  Please indicate whether you agree or  
      disagree with each of these statements by circling the response that corresponds to your answer.  
       (1=Strongly Disagree; 2=Disagree; 3=Neutral; 4=Agree; 5=Strongly Agree)   

 
 There is sufficient downtown parking ...........................................1 2 3 4 5 
 There is sufficient beach parking ...................................................1 2 3 4 5 
 Seasonal traffic causes congestion.................................................1 2 3 4 5   
 There are adequate sidewalks for pedestrians................................1 2 3 4 5   
 There are adequate bicycle routes..................................................1 2 3 4 5 
 There are sufficient streets connecting adjacent neighborhoods....1 2 3 4 5 
 There is adequate public transportation .........................................1 2 3 4 5 
 Other (Specify) ______________________________________ 1 2 3 4 5 



 
 
13.  The following statements pertain to issues of protecting Lewes’ open space and natural resources.  Please  
        indicate whether you agree or disagree with each of these statements by circling the response that corresponds  
        to your answer. (1=Strongly Disagree; 2=Disagree; 3=Neutral; 4=Agree; 5=Strongly Agree)   
 

 Protecting open space in Lewes will enhance property values  
           and quality of life in town...........................................................1 2 3 4 5 
 The city should set priorities for open space - including  
        agriculture and natural resource protection - and develop  
        policiesand procedures (including land purchase)for open 
    space protection ..........................................................................1 2 3 4 5 
 
 
 
 
14. The following statements pertain to issues of preserving Lewes’ unique character.  Please indicate whether you 

agree or  disagree with each of these statements by circling the response that corresponds to your answer.  
       (1=Strongly Disagree; 2=Disagree; 3=Neutral; 4=Agree; 5=Strongly Agree)   

 
 The city should preserve and enhance the public access to  
  the Canalfront and to Lewes Beach ...........................................1 2 3 4 5 
 Lewes values its connection to the sea. The city should take  
  special effort to preserve the marine related businesses and  
  infrastructure in town, for example, by creating a special  
  “marine district” ........................................................................1 2 3 4 5  
 Lewes is a town of busy days and quiet nights. The city should  
  maintain a central business policy that encourages businesses  
  that are consistent with this value..............................................1 2 3 4 5 
 Lewes cherishes its socio-economic diversity. The city of Lewes  
  should encourage the development of housing that provide for  
  a range of household incomes that allows people, who work  
  in town, to live in town..............................................................1 2 3 4 5 
 Lewes has unique historical origins and should strive to  
  highlight its heritage through building design and  
  architectural preservation ..........................................................1 2 3 4 5 
 The city should develop guidelines and ordinances for a distinct  
  historic district that includes the downtown business area and  
  surrounding residential neighborhoods......................................1 2 3 4 5 
 The city should develop guidelines to protect the architectural  
  heritage (cottage-style) of Lewes Beach....................................1 2 3 4 5 
 
 
 
15. The following statements pertain to issues of annexing land adjacent to Lewes’ current boundaries.  Please  
       indicate whether you agree or disagree with each of these statements by circling the response that corresponds  
       to your answer.  (1=Strongly Disagree; 2=Disagree; 3=Neutral; 4=Agree; 5=Strongly Agree)   

 
 The city of Lewes should annex adjacent unincorporated  
    areas to help manage growth and improve local  
    decision-making..........................................................................1 2 3 4 5  
 The city of Lewes should develop a policy and priorities for  
  annexation of adjacent properties and enter into discussions  
  with property owners on their interests .....................................1 2 3 4 5 
 
 



The next few questions are about you and will help us to know more about Lewes residents.   Your answers will 
be kept strictly confidential. 
 
16. What is your age? ____ 
 
17. What is the highest level of education you have completed? 

ο Grade School 
ο Some High School 
ο High School Graduate 
ο Some College 
ο College Graduate 
ο Post Graduate Education 

 
18. Are you ο Male or  ο Female 
 
19. How many people in each age group live in your household? 
 
 _____ 5 years and under   _____  6 to 18 years  _____  19 to 25 years  _____ 26 to 50 years  
 
 _____  51 to 65 years  _____  65 years and older 
 
20. I consider my race to be (Check one):  
 
  ο White/Caucasian            ο Black/African American 
  ο American Indian            ο Asian or Pacific Islander 
  ο Hispanic origin              ο Other ____________________ 

 
21.  What category best describes your employment status (Check one) 
 

ο  Employed full time 
ο  Employed part time 
ο  Not employed 
ο  Retired 
ο  Student 
ο  Other (Specify) _________________________________________ 

 
22.  What is your annual household income, before taxes?  
 
 ο Under $20,000 ο $20,000 – 29,999 ο $30,000 – 39,999       
               ο $40,000 – 49,999 ο $50,000 – 74,999         ο $75,000 – 99,999 
 ο $100,000 – 149,999 ο $150,000 or more 
                 
Please feel free to provide any additional comments you may have. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your cooperation. 
Please return the completed survey form in the 

postage-paid envelope provided. 




